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A Few Queries to Simon Ford Prieft 
at the Townof N orthampton. 


Stmox Fgr D, 


Tit 


Hearing of thy late change, and of chy publick Con- 
fcflion, before thy Congregation-(. whom thou. haſt 
formerly and ftill doſt pretend, is at thy care, and 


>. -.-a that.thou haſt a charge over them from the Lord) mce 

. ved. me'tto write theſe Queries to thee, of which from thee 

Fenpet a ſpeedy anſwer, either to the clearing of thy (elf, 
e 


or elſe thy filence ſhall condemn. .thee guilty before the 
Lord and chy Congregation : to as many of whom as I can 
I ſhall communicace the ſame. | 


Il hethber it is the ſame Ged that hath given thee the charge over 
theſe People ſince thy change, as did before, yea or nay ? 


Whether is it the ſame ſpirit that bath moved in thee, to take 


upon thee to read the Common Prayer to theſe People, whom thou 


pretendeff to have a charge over, for the good of their ſouls : as mo= 
ved-thee #9 preach openly againſt it nt long ſince, as many of thy 


' hegrers can teſtifie, yea'or nay ? 


"Whethir that God wbom thou worſhippedſt , (before thy now 
change) be the ſame God thau now worſbippeſt, yea or nay ? 
 Whyther thy belly be not thy G»d whows thou ſerveſt : and whe- 


' ther us it not for filthy) Lucre.thou now labonreſt, yea ox-nay ? 


Whether thou hadjt received the Holy Ghoſt before thy change, for 


" the Office and Work of a Prieft: or whether thou haſt received tt - 
ſince, by the in-pofitton of the Biſhops hands, yes or nay ? 


New if thou bad} not received the Hil; Ghoſt Sefcy; thy 
late change, | 2 

I} hether then do wot ſome of 1h;ſe Curſes belong unto thee, aud 

are due upn thee, which thou art to re:4 an1 pronounce 10 thy 

Congregation on the firſt day of Lent, according to thy late aſſent 

and conſent made in publick, before them , ' whom thou haſt (» 


ew NEON ©” IO 


blindly ledg infomuch, they £92. believe thou wouldſt have de- 
ceivedthem, as thou hait doxe, a!/though it was 10d to ſome of them 
long ſince, viz. | 
Curſed is he that maketh the blind 10 go out of his way. 
Whether haſt thou done this, yea or nay ? 
Curſed is he that putteth bis truft in man, and taketh man fer 
his defence, and in bis beart goeth from the Lord. 


Whether art thou guilty of this, yea or nay ? 
Curſed are the Unmercitul, Fornicators, and Adulterers, Cove= 


tows perſons, Idelaters, Slanderers , Drunkerds and Extorti. 


Onerse 
Whether do not ſome of theſe fall weighty upon thine own head, 
yea or nay £ | : 
Whether thou putft thy truſt in man, or was it not for fe 
man or for loofing of that thou calleft thy due, as the Falſe Pro- 
phets of old did who preached for filthy lucre, that cauſed thee 


thus to change and deceive the people who ſo much put their truſt | 


n thee, anſwer yea or nay ? 


Now if theſe Curſes be due unto thee, 

Whether then bath the Biſhop (or any other) power to abſolve or 
pardon thee, thereof : ſeeing thou haſt taken n1pon thee to abſolve 
and pardon others, as thou hat declared to thy Congregation in 
thy late acknowledgement, auſwer yea or nay ? Ip 
| DX xier:Witts. 
A Copy of theſe Queries were given into his own 

hand, by one of his hearers, on the 29.day ab 

fixth month, commonly called Auguf?, 1662:'0f 
which there hath been no anſwer. ed 
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Po mn 


Some words of unfeigned Love, to all the 
T ender-hearted People in the ſaid Town 


of Northampton or elſivhere, who are 


yet held in bondage under the changeable 


Priefts of this «Age. 


che Almighty God to bring a day of Tryal upon 
©, your Teacher,(whom youcould nor diſcern)would 
_ have fo ſhamefufly dealc concerning you his hear- 


K D's People, fince it hath been the good pleaſure of 


by ers, until God by his good pleaſure hath manifeſted him 


and diſcovered his deceir, and laid him co your open view, 
with many others in this day in theſe Nations. O dear 
agd tender People, whole hearts have been and are as yet 
made fad by the abomirations of your Teacher, and his 
unexpe&ed change; But this know every one of you, it is 
hot cenotgh for you to ſee your Teacher go alide from the 
right way of God 3: bur. it may well bring you co-confider, 
whether ye ought not > come out from amongſt ſuch, and. 
';eſeparare fro * them,7nd not tocouch the unclean thing, 
that che unchangeable God may receive you. Oh! ler 
none. reft there and ſay ] can go afcer he hath read that 
which I do-not like of; and if I come there before he hath, 
done it, I will not regard it, I will 'keep my mind on o- 


ther things. Oh! dear People how can this be well, where 


wi! ve your Teſtimony that you bear for the Lord God, 
wiogives you life and breath; and let none think co ſtand 
excuſed before the Righteous God by fo doing, for thus 
you muſt expe&t, and ir ſhall ſurely come to paſſe, that all 
who partake ot the fins of the changeable Priefts in this 
day, (hall aſfſuredly parcake wich chem of their plagues : 
for ſo wight the three Children have faid, its bur bowing 


our bodies to the Earch, we may keep our minds to God, 
| A3 and 


| '>T6) | | 
and do this,and then ſhall we eſcape the wrath of the King, 
-and our bodics will be preſerved our of the hot fiery Fur- 
nace; bur they conſulted not with fleſh and blood ; bur in 
eru2 obedience to the Lord their'God; and their faichful 
ſtanding therein, though bur the number three, how migh. 
tily did the Lord appear for the preſervation of them in the 
fire, and alſo tg the getting himlelf a name throughout the 
Kingdom 3 and ſome of fort haveſaid we had warning e- 
nough, we might have kept our ſelves Gut of Priſon, we 
might have forſook che aſſembling of our ſelves together 
for one day, and then it might be, we might have eſcaped 
theſe ſufferings, as to be ſeparated from our Families and 
outward imployments, which thing we cqunt of no value, 
for the ſake of whom we ſuffer ; bur to the witnefſe af (36d 
in your Conſciences I defire ſuch ro turn and well canfid 


whether they mighr not as well have ſaid the ſame t > Da- 


n1el when the Decree was given forth, that not any- 


* 


call upon the Name of any other God, but the godwho 
was (ec up for all people to worſhip in that day !* bue mind 
what Daxiel did, when he heard the Decree was ſealed un- 
alterably, and he well knew by the ſame Decree he who 
called upon any other God for thity dayes ſhould be caſt 


into the Den of Lions, yet notwithRanding he preſently 
went and called upon the Name of his God with his win- 
dow open , as he had uſually'done; fo he was caſt in: but 
God preſerved him our of the Lions mouths, and got him- 


ſelf a name greatly in that day thereby.. 'So dear People- 


mind the Saints and Prophets of old, who ſought not to 
ſave their Goods nor Lands nor their lives, if the Lord 
called them to bear a Teſtimony therewith z but alwayes 
freely ſacrificed up to the Lord God that gave it them and 


thisis our God onely and true, who isthe fame yeſterday, 


ro day andfcrever, and healio requires the fame faithful- 
nefſe of his Children in this age, as he did in ages and genes 
ration* paſt, even to give up all fora Tcftimony for his glo- 
rious Name, who,we well know 1s worthy forever and ever; 
and wecantruly ſay,he never required any thing of any of 
his, or to part with any thing for his Names fake, but he 
hath been ready alwayes to attend with his ſtrength, even 
ſo much that he makes the tryals eaſe : And I well know he 

1S 
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is theſame toall, who wholiyP 


1e their truſt in him ; bur 
mind this dear People, then you mult Worſhip no other god 
beſides him, neither Wife nor Children, Father nor Mo- 
ther, Houſe nor Land,Liberty nor Life;zfor which of theſe is 
delighted in more then the Lord God, are made [dols on, 
and ſo get the heart from the living God and adulterates ir 
from his pure Preſence, without which his Children in Ages 
paſt could nor live, neither can his cender Ones in this Day ; 
So pure, living, eternal Praiſes do we give to the God of 
our Salvation alwayes, who hath ſer che door of his Mer- 
cies open, that whoſoever will come, may come and drink 
of the Waters of Life freely without Money or wichour 
Price; So dear people, {l:ighc nor this Day of Gods Viſitati- 
on, but return at the Reproof of the living God, who hath 
diſcovered mighty things unto you, and mind his Wit= 
nefſe i-your Conſciences, and be truly obedient unto that 
when it ſecretly reproves you, when no outward eye ſeeth 
you, Oh! that is alwayes near you, in your Beds that will 


- plead with you, and into your fecret Chambers chis will 


follow you; Oh ! dear People, it was the Saints delire in 
the dayes: of old to keep their Conſciences void of offence 
towards God ( mind that )- and cowards men, the ſame is 
the defire of the Saints in theſe dayes, which makes chem 
chearfully willing to part with all for che great and glorious 
Name of God, and it 1s the defire of our Souls thar you 


| might drink of the ſame Fountain,and eat of the ſame Bread 


and no longer feed upon the Husks withour, as the Prodigal 
did; but return inward whilft you have time, that you ma 


* finda ſure hiding-place,even your lives to be hid wich Chriſt 


in God; then, even then, and not ill then ſhall you be hid 
from the wrath of the Lamb, whichis ſurel y a coming, and 
ſhall ſarely come upon all the workers of iniquity. 


By one who was forceably taken out of my own hired Houſe, and 
by the Wills of the Magytrates of the ſaid Town, was (contrary 

* ro any Law) by them committed to Priſos z but they conſidering 
their unjuſt Aion towards me, did the ſame day ſend for me 
from the Priſon, who (in execution of their deſign) tendred me 
the Oath, and ſent me back again, where I remain a preſent 
Sufferer for the Teſtimony of a pure Conſcience, 


DANIEL WILLS: 


